COLLEAGUEs-Balantidium coli is a large, ciliated protozoa that normally inhabits theintestines ofinsects, fish, amphibians, andmammals. In humans, infestation is probably acquired by ingestion of cysts in contaminated food or water. Human infection is rare and usually asymptomatic. Occasionally the parasitewill produce disease in the humanhostwith symptoms attributable to invasion and inflammation of the distal large intestine. Primary involvement of the appendix with B. coli is distinctly rare and until now has not been recorded in the literature. This is the report of such a case.
manifesting as acuteappendicitis, suchas Strongyloides stercoralis [4, 5] and cryptosporidial infection [6] .
B. coliis an exceedingly rare causeof acuteappendicitis. Appendicial involvement secondary to disseminated balantidial infection has been described once previously in a fatal case [7] but has not beenpreviously described as a primary infestation. B coliandother parasites are important to distinguish in appendectomy specimens because thecareofthepostsurgical patient may be altered significantly in an effort to eradicate the pathogen.
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